from small acorns

There is a famous pop song “life is a
roller-coaster” and I guess that could
be described as the story of the
Melling Community Project over the
last year or so. It would be wrong to
pretend that there have not been
moments of struggle and disappointment, but we have also seen and
experienced some really encouraging things too.
This is very often the way of things as far as God‟s Kingdom is
concerned. The most familiar symbol of the church is the cross, a
sign which speaks of new life and victory, but also reminds us that
this journey to victory can at times be a painful and costly one.
I recently had the privilege of leading a Maundy Thursday “meal
with a meaning” at the Scout Hall; it was brilliant to share food,
conversation and quiet reflection with a number of people who
have become part of the project in recent months. We centred a
lot of our thinking around the cross, and it was so encouraging to
hear from people who found real meaning in its message. Again
for some folk this was very much about celebrating the joys of life,
but for others being encouraged that in the midst of their own pain
and struggle, they could hear of a God who is “acquainted with
grief”.
We hope that you are inspired by the stories and pictures in this
latest newsletter and that it will encourage you to keep on praying
for and supporting the Melling Project.
If you have not come across our story before, then please come
along and join us sometime in one of the many activities that you
can find out about in the pages that follow.
I am delighted as Regional Minister for the North Western Baptist
Association to commend this brilliant initiative to your support and
prayers.
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Much has happened in the life of
MBCP over the last twelve months and
I would personally like to thank everyone who has supported the project so
faithfully in a host of different ways.
You will see over the following pages the
variety of activities undertaken so far, some of
which have now become established groups,
others still fledgling activities that we are
nurturing and honing along the way.
We have learnt a lot on our journey so far, not
least that things do not always happen as you
expect, remaining open to the Lord‟s direction
and, most importantly, the power of prayer.
So, as we move on to the next phase of this
project, we do so with these (and other)
lessons in mind, building on what has gone
well, adapting where necessary and adding to
our programme as and when we believe the
time and the need is right.
With God‟s help we seek
to continue to make
a difference in this
community.

Jo Hassoun
P.S. See the back page
for ways to get involved.

Phil Jump
Regional Minister, NWBA

For further details of how you can support Melling Baptist Community Project contact:
Jo Hassoun: 7 Archers Fold, Melling, Liverpool, L31 1LJ.
Tel: 0151 546 3280
Mob: 07963706183
E-mail: mellingbaptistplant@o2.co.uk
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2010 Christingle
service

This was the second year on the
run we had held this service in
Melling
Primary’s Hall.

The 2010 Holiday
Club was a
wonderful first
year for us.
The theme was „Good Neighbours‟ looking at how we can be better
people through the stories and teaching of Jesus.
Approximately 30 children attended the 5-11 group each day
during the week. While this was
going on in the main hall, our
POPS group were having their
own fun in one of the classrooms. This was attended by
approximately 15 children plus
parents each day.

It was a time for
socialising, Christmas crafts, singing
carols and hearing
a short Christian
message. We ended the afternoon with a
large birthday cake with everyone singing
“Happy Birthday dear Jesus”.

Assemblies at Melling
Primary School
Every Friday morning MBCP is represented by
one of three people who go to take the assembly
at Melling Primary School. We have a fabulous
relationship with the school and the children are
a pleasure to talk to.

On the Saturday we had a great
family celebration day of old
fashioned sports day races,
bouncy castles and a barbeque,
where we met many of the
children‟s parents.
Lots of lessons were learnt and valuable experience gained that will
be invaluable as we plan this year‟s Holiday Club—see back page
for more details.

The team have also taken „Bubblegum Christmas‟ and „Easter Eggsperience‟ to the students.
This is a wonderful weekly opportunity to share a
Christian message with 200 children.

Parents of Pre-Schoolers

Our playgroup, POPS, has gone
from strength to strength over
the last year.
We now regularly have approximately
15-20 parents and 20 children plus every
Thursday with over 40 children on the
register.
There is a great atmosphere each week
and some lovely friendships have been
formed.

A highlight last year was our
fabulous Christmas party which
included food, fun, carol singing, the
Christmas story and a visit from
Father Christmas—a lovely way to
finish the year!

Craft Club
It is early days for our Craft Club which only started in
December 2010.
We get together once a month to try our hands at a variety of artistic
creations ably coached by our gifted teacher (Lynne Hughes). It is a
good time for conversation and coffee - not to mention the laughter when
assessing our finished creations! - all welcome!

Housegroup
Every Thursday evening a group
meet in a very informal way to
discuss Christian topics.
A very light-hearted, enjoyable
evening—all welcome!

Easter 2011
Easter Monday Family
Fun Day
On Easter Monday over 100 people
(approximately 75 of which were from nonChristian families) enjoyed a family fun day at
the Melling Scout grounds, organised with the
help of our POPS Mums.
POPS families came to enjoy great food, Easter crafts, an
Easter Egg Hunt and an Easter bonnet parade. The Dad‟s
weren‟t forgotton with a challenging sport‟s quiz which went
to a tense tie-breaker situation!
Every family took home a copy of
„The Book of Hope‟.
The day was an incredible success
with contact being made with whole
families. Many new relationships
were made and existing one‟s
strengthened and our thanks go to
everyone who supported the event.

Maundy Thursday Meal
At 6pm on Maundy Thursday a group of 30
people sat down for a meal and reflective
talk, led by Phil Jump, about the meaning of
Easter.
Both adults and children enjoyed the rustic meal and the
message given was both a source of encouragement
and challenge.
In the madness of the week it was great to sit and take
the time to think about, reflect upon and appreciate the
true meaning of what God has done for us.

Good Friday Walk of Witness
Jo joined congregations from St Thomas C of E and St Kentigan‟s Catholic Church in a walk
of witness down Waddicar Lane, stopping several times to sing and reflect on the meaning
of Easter.

2011 Holiday Club

Monday

We are very excited about this year‟s holiday club which
will once again be held at Melling Primary School each
morning on 23-26 August.

Fit Club - Venue tba

This year we are having an Olympics theme entitled
‟Running the Race‟ which will include Sport‟s coaching
each morning as well as Bible stories, crafts, music and
games.
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Tuesday
Wednesday

The Holiday Club is open to children from Reception to
Year 6 and the POPS group (pre-schoolers) will also be
meeting each morning.

Craft Club

Due to the success of last year‟s event, we will also be
having a Family Funday on Saturday 27 August to round
off the week and meet the children‟s parents.

(last wed. each month)

- 10.00am
Melling Scout Hut

Fit Club

Thursday

Feeling flabby? Want to improve your fitness levels?

Prayer Meeting—10.30am

Join our Fit Club—Starting soon!!!

7 Archers Fold, Melling (1st Thursday
of each month)

Coffee Mornings
in Melling

POPS Playgroup — 1.30-3.00pm
Melling Scout Hut

Men’s Sports Quiz

Housegroup—8.30pm
7 Archers Fold, Melling

Friday
All coming soon!
Watch out for more details

Assembly at Melling Primary
School

How can you get involved?
Can you help with any of the following?
Help with existing activities
Ideas for new activities
Take a slot on the 24/7 prayer list
Ideas for fundraising events
Financial support
This project would not exist without the knowledge, experience and talents of a wonderful team of
people. If you would like to join that team in a big, or a small, way then speak to Jo to find out more.

